
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1. Why do you think the author has started with questions? 

2. Find the word that means a great need. 

3. What is a tosher? 

4. What do you think ‘would of caused quite a din’ means? 

5. Why did they use children to fix the looms? 

6. Find the words that mean small fingers. 

7. What were needed in the thousands and why? 

8. Why has the author called the children ‘cursed’? 

9. Name 4 things that happened to the children who did these 

jobs. 

10. What do you think life was like for poor children? Use 

evidence to support your answer 

Challenge: Choose one of the jobs and write a diary entry in role as a 

child doing this work. You can find lots of information on BBC Bitesize 

about Victorian Britain. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zcjxhyc/resources/1 
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